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Abstract

The present article examines and critiques the concept of "generic unity" (al-wahdat al-
sinkhiyya) in Islamic philosophical thought, particularly in relation to the primacy of
existence (isalat al-wujid). Initially, the concept is precisely explained, and it is
clarified that proponents of this type of unity do not accept any external realization of
unity, considering it only as a mental construct that does not have true correspondence
with external reality. In contrast, proponents of permeating unity (al-wahdat al-
sarayaniyya) affirm an external realization of unity, accepting all multiplicities within
that singular, real, permeating unity. According to the findings of this study, this
understanding of unity cannot be accepted due to its logically flawed consequences.
There is a profound inconsistency between this notion of unity and key concepts in
Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, such as the criterion of gradation (tashkik) in existence—the
primacy of existence. The results of this research suggest that generic unity, particularly
within the framework of the primacy of existence, faces serious contradictions that

appear unacceptable in metaphysical explanations.
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Introduction

The concept of "generic unity" in Islamic philosophy is examined as an important
principle in explaining the unity and multiplicity of the order of being. According to this
concept, different beings, with a type of quiddity-based unity established in the mind
(Mulla Sadra, 1989, 6:20), are distinct and separate from each other in the external
world, such that multiplicity is incompatible with this type of unity. While Sadra
explicitly states that external universality and commonality are not quiddity-based
(Mulla Sadra, 1368: 2/328; 1375: 313; 1361: 6), proponents of this form of unity, such
as Mesbah Yazdi, emphasize the primacy of existence, in which only existence is
deemed fundamental, and quiddity-based and generic concepts are merely abstractions
of it (Mesbah Yazdi, 1987, 1:342). This article critiques and analyzes generic unity and
its inconsistency with other principles of Sadra's philosophy, such as the primacy of
existence, gradation in existence (tashkik al-wujiid), and Sadra's intermediate thinking
(miyan1 ’andishi). It demonstrates that these principles are incompatible with generic
unity.

While research has been conducted on this topic, the distinguishing feature of this
research is that none of the aforementioned articles have addressed the concept of
permeating unity and its contrast with generic unity in a precise and detailed manner.
Another distinguishing aspect is that none of the valuable studies mentioned have
provided a critical analysis of the generic unity account. Therefore, this study, proves
the falsity of the generic unity claim by presenting its flawed implications, such that the

unity hidden within gradation can no longer be considered generic unity.

Materials & Methods

This study primarily employs the method of conceptual and philosophical analysis,
examining the works of various Islamic philosophers, including Ibn Sina (Avicenna),
Mulla Sadra, Mudarris Zuntizi, ‘Allama Tabataba’i, and Mesbah Yazdi. Using
comparative and analytical methods, the study analyzes and evaluates different
perspectives on generic unity and the primacy of existence, ultimately setting aside
generic unity based on various arguments. To achieve this approach, a range of
philosophical and logical texts has been utilized to elucidate different dimensions of the

discussion.
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Discussion & Result

Generic unity generally seeks to justify the interconnectedness and harmony among
beings. This perspective is based on the principle that different beings are identical in
terms of their quiddities (mahiyya) but lack any true existential unity (Mesbah Yazdi,
2015, 1:158). In contrast, from the standpoint of Islamic philosophy, particularly in
Mulla Sadra’s thought, the primacy of existence is considered the foundational
principle, and the interconnectedness of beings is attributed to existence itself. This is
inherently tied to the integrated realization (al-tahaqquq al-indimaji) of attributes
concomitant with existence, one of which is unity. In this framework, it is existence that
holds primacy, while quiddities and the attributes of quiddities are merely conceptual
constructs that do not have an independent external reality. Consequently, generic unity,
which is based on quiddity, is incompatible with the primacy of existence.

Another problem with generic unity is its inconsistency with the criterion of
gradation, which is the main foundation of the issue of gradation in Mulla Sadra's
philosophical system. The criterion of gradation in Sadra's framework is the "identity of
the differentiating factor (ma bih al-imtiyaz) with the shared factor (ma bih al-ishtirak)"
(Mulla Sadra 1989, 1:427-428; 1422: 356; Zuniizi 1999, 1:266; Tabataba'1 2004, 56;
Mesbah Yazdi 1984, 45; Oboudiat 2008, 22). This criterion is fulfilled only when the
context of realization for the shared factor is identical to the context of realization for
the differentiating factor. However, according to the notion of generic unity, the unity
resides in the mind while the multiplicity resides in the external realm.

Moreover, accepting generic unity might necessitate conceding to the absolute
disjunction or divergence (tabayun) among beings. However, accepting such disjunction
among existents leads to inconsistencies within philosophical thought and results in
numerous philosophical challenges.

Conclusion

The present study indicates that generic unity faces fundamental challenges in its
connection with the primacy of existence and gradation in existence. The findings of
this article demonstrate that, within Islamic philosophy—particularly considering the
acceptance of the primacy of existence and the emphasis on gradation—generic unity is
untenable, especially from the perspectives of philosophers such as Mulla Sadra,
‘Allama Tabataba’i, and Aqa ‘All Mudarris Zuniizi. Specifically, the critiques leveled
against this concept and its inability to account for a true unity among beings render it

ineffective in explaining the structure of existence and in analyzing the multiplicities
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and unities within it. Ultimately, this study underscores the need for a reevaluation and
more rigorous analysis of generic unity in relation to Islamic philosophy and its
foundational principles.
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