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Abstract

The "Theory of Grace" is one of the innovations of Plotinus and serves as a response to
the issue of the emergence of multiplicities from the One. Throughout history, various
explanations of grace have been provided by philosophers, but Ibn Arabi's interpretation
is notably different. This research aims to examine the issue of the semantic coordinates
of the system of grace by balancing the views of Plotinus and Ibn Arabi, utilizing the
method of Aristotelian description and analysis, and evaluating it at two levels:
components and foundations. The goal of this research is to discover and infer the
components of the system of grace within the two epistemological frameworks of
Plotinus and Ibn Arabi, in such a way that the relationship between the foundations and
views of these two thinkers is demonstrated. The findings of the study indicate that the
system of grace in Plotinus and Ibn Arabi has fundamental and structural differences in
terms of both foundation and structure. Specifically, Ibn Arabi has been able to present
a more precise and comprehensive analysis of grace by situating the theory within the
context of the personal unity of existence. The most significant achievement and
characteristic of Ibn Arabi's grace can be seen in his transition from the multiplicities of
being and his profound explanation of the relationship between the Divine and creation,

as well as the degree of presence and activity of the Divine.
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Introduction

The ongoing inquiry and research regarding "How multiplicities emerge from the One"
has been one of the important and fundamental issues for both Muslim and non-Muslim
philosophers and sages. This question has led to the emergence of various viewpoints
and theories, such as the theory of evolution, the theory of participation, the theory of
stimulation, the theory of all-godliness, the theory of creation from nothing, the theory
of grace, and the theory of manifestation (Jaspers 1398 AHS: 21; Rahimian 1381 AHS:
69). In this context, Plotinus introduced another concept known as the "theory of grace"
and sought to justify the emergence of multiplicities from the One. After Plotinus,
several philosophers discussed this idea, each explaining it according to their own
epistemological system, one of the most important of whom is Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi
(1165-1240 CE). As a Muslim mystic, he provided a different interpretation of grace
and even critiqued Plotinus and his view on the meaning of grace at times (Ibn Arabi
1356 AH: Vol. 2, 337; same: Vol. 2, 179-178; same: Vol. 2, 151). The significance and
ontological status of the grace system on one hand, and Ibn Arabi's critique (died 638
AH) on the other, indicate the necessity of examining its semantic implications. The
main question of this research is: what is the meaning and nature of the theory of grace
from the perspectives of Plotinus and Ibn Arabi? By analyzing this question, the
following sub-questions can be posed: 1. What meanings and truths do the components
and elements constituting the meaning of grace have in these two epistemological
systems? 2. In what cultural context and with what ontological basis was the theory of
grace proposed by them? And fundamentally, where does this semantic difference
originate? The author's hypothesis is that, given the foundational divergence of these
two thoughts, the theory of grace is presented within two completely different

frameworks, each having distinct ontological and semantic implications.

Materials & methods

The method used in this research is the Aristotelian analysis method, which focuses on
the four causes of the system of grace. This method employs various techniques such as
conceptual analysis, propositional analysis, and systemic analysis, as well as the
reconstruction of viewpoints to arrive at a superior model and perspective. In addition,
comparative studies at the level of reasons and foundations have also been utilized in
this article to showcase Ibn Arabi's innovative system. The method of data collection
from first-hand and relevant sources for the present research is also bibliographic and
library-based.
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Discussion & Result

Ibn Arabi, by proposing the theory of grace within the framework of the unity of
existence, presents a different meaning of the system of grace. He argues that by
transcending the multiplicities of existence and introducing the theory of manifestation,
God is seen as the only being in the universe, while everything else is a reflection and
manifestation of Him. Through this epistemological system, he discusses the system of
grace and derives its semantic characteristics. The features of the system of grace

according to Ibn Arabi can be summarized in the following points: "continuity,"

nn nmn nn

"immediacy," "unity and identity," "conformity with the God of religions," "proximity

nn

and active presence of God," "extensiveness and universality," "comprehensiveness and
returnability to unity," and "absence of constraints such as: involuntariness and
ignorance." The result and outcome of these characteristics can be observed in the
profound explanation of this model of the relationship between the Truth and creation,

as well as the degree of presence and activity of the Truth.

Conclusion

The concept of grace in Plotinus's epistemological system refers to divine and non-
religious souls, whereas the grace in Ibn Arabi's thought aligns with religious teachings,
performing the act of grace both in terms of occurrence and persistence. The grace in
Plotinus's knowledge system pertains to the existence and being of things, while from
Ibn Arabi's perspective, it represents the manifestation of being and the existential
radiance of the Creator. Additionally, the source and object of Plotinus's grace is
directly only the First Intellect, whereas in Ibn Arabi's view, the entire universe is
encompassed by the general divine grace, which signifies the extensive nature of grace
in Ibn Arabi's worldview. From Ibn Arabi's standpoint, the act of grace occurs directly
and continuously, while in Plotinus, this truth happens through intermediaries.
Furthermore, Ibn Arabi's grace possesses such comprehensiveness that it addresses the
return of grace and the issue of resurrection, a point that remains unaddressed in
Plotinus. Although both epistemological systems emphasize the impartiality of grace,
the rationale behind grace in Ibn Arabi is explained by distinguishing the realm of the
unseen from the realm of action and testimony, in such a way that grace is attributed to
the perfection of God and the manifestation of His names .

In applying the second layer of the discussion and the ontological basis of the
statements that account for the differences between these two perspectives, it can also
be said that the ontological basis of the theory of grace in the mystical and philosophical
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systems of Plotinus and Ibn Arabi is different. Since the theory of grace is presented in
two completely different contexts, it has thus taken on a fundamentally different nature;
because Ibn Arabi believes in the personal unity of existence, while the intellectual
framework of Plotinus is alien to this premise. In conclusion, it can be said that both
theories provide a successful framework for justifying the emergence of multiplicities
from a single source, but the differences in their underlying structures and foundations
have led to distinctions in issues, particularly the matters of "the relationship of the
Truth with creation" and "the nature of the presence and activity of the Truth in the
world," which are significant achievements of the theory of grace as interpreted by Ibn
Arabi.
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