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Abstract

Introduction

Although the concept of "moral development" has gained importance through the works
of Piaget, Kohlberg, and others, but it is not a new topic, and many subjects related to
moral development have been debated by philosophers of the Islamic period since the
past. Philosophers used to examine topics that are currently studied in developmental
psychology using empirical methods, with a rational approach. In this article, we utilize
a rational-philosophical methodology to explore Mulla Sadra's views on moral
development. Such as 1) the origin of ethics and the sources for moral changes, 2) the
factors of moral development , and 3) the nature and progression of moral development
Through this inquiry, we aim to uncover Sadra's theory and framework for
understanding the mechanism of moral development.

The studies conducted in Iran tend to have a predominant focus on empirical
research methods, translation-oriented approaches, and psychological studies lineage.
From my research, I have not come across any independent studies by Mulla Sadra on
the topic of human moral development and progress. Previously, several articles have
examined the moral development from the perspective of Plato, Ibn Maskawayh, Nasir
al-Din al-Tusi, and Allameh Tabatabai. This research introduces an innovative approach
by utilizing analytical-comparative methods and presenting a model of Sadra based on

the interconnectedness of his theoretical components. It should be noted that in other
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works, the issue of the center of moral developments, moral growth factors,
mechanisms, and processes from the perspective of Mulla Sadra has not yet been
independently discussed. However, some of the topics in this article, such as the issue of
"the factors of action issuance and the powers of the soul according to Sadra", have
been discussed in various works before. (For example: Vafaeian and Gharamaleki, 201V
A, 201V B; Rezaei, 201A). The innovation of this article with respect to works on the
issuance of action is that this issue has been used in this article to explain the discussion
of the mechanism of moral development. This article introduces a novel approach to
addressing the topic of action issuance by incorporating it into the larger discussion on
the mechanism of moral development . What sets this article apart from previous works
is the use of a Mulla Sadra-inspired model to explain the process and mechanism of

moral development.

Methods and Material

The primary approach utilized in this study is the analytical-logical method, which falls
under general philosophical approaches. This method employs various techniques such
as conceptual analysis, propositional analysis, systemic analysis, and reconstruction of
views to arrive at Mulla Sadra's pattern. In addition, comparative studies have also been

employed in the article to showcase Mulla Sadra's groundbreaking ideas.

Results and Discussion

Cognitive faculties, led by practical reason and with a kind of ethical argument derived
from sciences and knowledge, evidence and beliefs of different perceptual domains of
humans, stimulate the motivational faculties of humans. The cognitive faculties are
influenced by various internal or external factors. The internal factors are either positive
and have a positive impact or negative and act as obstacles. Intellectual volitions are
never separate from the influence of the psychological state and the individual and
social knowledge, etc. Simply formulating a correct analogy does not always yield the
same result since the comparative materials are affected by numerous factors. Virtues,
primary nature, and secondary personality traits of individuals, refinement of the soul
and worship, faith and beliefs, detachment from the world, etc., are among the
reinforcing factors, and the loss of the essence, mental illnesses, thoughtless imitation,
drowning in the devil of imagination and desires, etc., are among the internal obstacles
that affect the effective ethical arguments' outcome. In the theory of Sadra, the role of

the environment in cognitive faculties has been specified by transferring social or
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religious laws and norms through religion/prophets/culture, and guidance (with the
influence of coaches, parents, etc.), and environmental consequences and emulation
(coexistence with others, socializing with good people). Although motivational faculties
are influenced by cognitive faculties, they are not merely passive, but human diversity
in terms of innate tendencies, desires, and the types of emotions and feelings involved
in their final decision in the motivational faculties. Mulla Sadra refers to bodily desires
and hateful desires that have an impact on a person's way of thinking and reasoning.

Physical equipment, sensory and motor powers, on the one hand, are recognized by
themselves as tools, and on the other hand, through intermediaries, are influenced by
cognitive forces as the ultimate factor in the emergence of ethical behavior. The higher
an individual is in practical reason, the more growth they achieve in theoretical reason,
and growth in their theoretical reason is a factor for evolved behaviors in practical
reason. In the philosophy of Sadra, it is not only knowledge that causes ethical actions
and behaviors, but it is a two-way relationship, as good deeds themselves lead to the
improvement of human nature and conditions, and the growth of ethical conditions
themselves leads to the acquisition of higher knowledge and sciences. This two-way
journey continues until the ultimate growth and development of humans in the perpetual
cycle. Humans become the owner of the property as a result of repeated actions, which
is their second nature that shapes their ethical character or personality.

Conclusion

By accepting the principle of human mutability, Mulla Sadra considers ethics as
something between nature and intellectual will. In other words, he sees the origin of
ethics in both nature (creation) and will, and considers it something between these two.
Although the forces of human nature have an impact on our creation, but they do not
compel us to act in a certain way. Instead, humans perform ethical actions through their
own intellectual will, and then through practice and habit, they acquire new ethical
virtues. The ethical mechanism of humans involves a type of ethical thinking and
reasoning that is stimulating to inclinations and emotional organization, which is
influenced by the complex interplay of internal forces, external influences, and human
will. Internal forces have various cognitive aspects (knowledge and beliefs), inclinations
(emotions, feelings, natural tendencies, instincts), and even physical aspects
(temperament, nutrition, brain, sensory tools, genetic backgrounds), as well as factors
such as the faculties and secondary personality traits, self-purification, and so on, which
are foundational and influential in this realm. Various environmental factors, such as the
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transmission of social or religious laws and norms (through religion/prophets) or
modeling (with the influence of mentors, parents, etc.), and environmental
consequences and socialization (socializing with others, associating with good people),
affect human ethical growth, which is acquired in interaction with the internal-

biological-acquired organism.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, moral development, process, factors, ethical action, the origin
of ethics.
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