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Abstract

Introduction

According to Mulla Sadra’s line of thought, the place of perception in architectural
spaces goes beyond material dimensions to an inner degree. While architecture has a
material structure, it can promote the degree of one’s perception in a gradual motion
(based on the theory of substantial motion) to a spiritual degree. An elaboration of this
perceptual development requires reference to specific instances. In this research, we
focus on mosque-schools because they involve the adjacency of two different uses as
well as variety in motions. The discovery of perceptual degrees in mosque-school
spaces requires a reexamination of the notion of motion. Although there are different
aspects to the concept of motion, within the short scope of this research, we aim to
inquire into the place of motion in perceptual degrees of Aqa Buzurg Mosque-School in
Kashan by drawing on Mulla Sadra’s theory of “substantial motion” and perceptual
degrees to study types of access and courses of movement in such buildings. Given
Mulla Sadra’s theoretical views, the main problem of the research is as follows: Since
people spend time in architectural spaces and move there in physical and mental ways,
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how do such spaces gradually elevate people’s perceptual degrees from material to
spiritual? And given the variety of motions and access in Aqa Buzurg Mosque-School
of Kashan, how do they prepare the audience for a spiritual and inner perception of
architectural spaces?

This research is distinct from earlier studies in that, in the latter, the issue of motion
is either confined to theoretical discussions or merely concerned with the type of
physical relations and manners of access in mosque-school spaces, and are less
concerned with perceptual concepts in such spaces. In this research, however,
perceptual degrees in mosque-schools are studied through a philosophical view of

motion and perception.

Method of Research

The present research is qualitative with a descriptive-analytic approach and a case
study. In the section on theoretical foundations, we first elaborate the place of theories
of exfoliation (fagshir) and substantial motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyya) in theoretical
parts of Islamic philosophy, and then based on perceptual development, types of motion
in architectural spaces are classified, and finally, we draw on these types of motion to
expound perceptual degrees in architectural spaces. In the theoretical discussion, types
of perceptual paths and access points in mosque-schools are classified, and seven
Safavid mosque-schools are compared with fifteen Qajar mosque-schools. In the end, as
a case study and in terms of four tenets, the type of motion and perceptual degree in the
spaces of Aqa Buzurg Mosque-School in Kashan are studied.

Discussion and Conclusions

The meaning in architecture cannot be fully understood merely through senses. By
drawing on Mulla Sadra’s thought, we might say that people’s deep perception of
architectural spaces requires perception to go beyond material dimensions to the
spiritual realm. Mulla Sadra refers to this perceptual development as degrees of
perception. He brings cogent arguments to show that degrees of perception arise from
the substantial motion of the human soul. This perceptual development requires a
reexamination of the concept of motion in physical and mental terms in spatial
structures. In line with Sadraean theories, motion in architectural spaces primarily
belongs to perception of sensory or physical things, but by spending more time in those
spaces and with the active presence and activity of the observer, perception is enhanced
and the type of the observer’s perception reaches an inner spiritual degree.
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Conclusion

Perception of architectural spaces owes to motion. According to types of motion and
perceptual degrees in this research, four perceptual tenets have been elaborated, which
affect people’s perceptual capacities. Having studied the movement courses and
configurations of twenty-two mosque-schools of Safavid and Qajar eras, this research
singles out Aqa Buzurg Mosque-School and studies the movement paths in its religious
and educational spaces to define the capacities created by the type of motion in each
perceptual tenet of this mosque-school. In the hierarchy of movements of Aqa Buzurg
Mosque-School, the first movement is visual in the tenet of pause, and the physical type
of movement begins with the tenet of transition. Since the observer just focuses on
material elements, it includes sensory perceptions. In the lateral entry corridor (dalan),
since there is light at the end of the movement path, the mental motion begins. Then in
the connection tenet as the heart of the mosque and school, through the disappearance of
matter and presence of light, the path is paved for imaginative and rational perceptions.
Perception reaches its peak in the unity tenet, and just in the supplication section of the
building. This is the point where body and eyes cease moving and only the mind moves.
Aided with the rational faculty, the observer can move away from material perception

and it is only the inner self that perceives.

Keywords: motion; perception; Aqa Buzurg Mosque-School; substantial motion;

perceptual degrees; Mulla Sadra
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