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Abstract

Introduction: Intelligence has a wide domain. Degrees of intelligence can be divided
into primary and secondary. There are many similarities between machine intelligence
and human intelligence. The theory of information processing describes how
information is received, processed, stored, and then retrieved in the human brain. The
theory compares information processing by humans with information processing by
computers. This article aims to justify and compare artificial intelligence with human
intelligence in order to understand humén knowledge from the perspective of
Transcendent Wisdom (al-hikmat al-muta aliya).

It is necessary to note some points to understand the place of intellects (‘ugul) in
human knowledge given the intelligence of machines: artificial intelligence as an
achievement of human intelligence has very accurate functions such as learning,
enhancement, and generalizability, and it might exhibit powerful performances. In
machines, there are always outputs or raw data, on which they act to generalize and
analyze the results. A description of the problem of knowledge in humans and its

comparison with the characteristics of artificial intelligence can suggest the nature of
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human knowledge in relation to the first causes and the active intellect (al- ‘aql al-
Sfa“al).

Background: So far, articles have been written about aspects of artificial
intelligence. These articles are often studies in subcategories of psychology, philosophy
of mind, and religion, and in almost all these works, characteristics of artificial
intelligence are taken into account for the study of the intelligent nature of machines. In
the present article, however, we draw on artificial intelligence to obtain an accurate
understanding of how knowledge is acquired from the perspective of Transcendent
Wisdom.

The belief that knowledge is transcendent is endorsed not only in Transcendent
Wisdom, but also in Avicenna’s philosophy. In none of the articles published so far, the
issue is not studied in the Transcendent Wisdom by drawing on the widely accepted
definition of artificial intelligence.

Discussion: A study of the term “intelligence” or its (approximate) synonyms in the
Transcendent Wisdom, such as intellect or reason ( ‘agl), knowledge ( i/m), and wisdom
(hikma), shows that human intelligence depends on a higher intelligence, such that
knowledge is acquired, and meanings are comprehended, through the emanation of the
active intellect, which shows that human knowledge is secondary. Humans cannot be
considered independently, and human behaviors are analogous to systemic functions of
machines.

Although humans are distinguished by the presence of morality and will at different
levels of intellect as well as all sorts of intelligence, it should be noted that morality
without will is nothing but numerous stimulants and effects on the structure of the
central nervous system, vessels, hormones, and the like. On the other hand, the human
will is not fully autonomous and is greatly affected by external factors, and it sometimes
acts involuntarily.

Accordingly, although part of human intelligence goes back to human performance
involving morality and voluntary acts, the difference between human intelligence and
artificial intelligence, both of which are secondary intelligences, is minimized by the
fact that human voluntary acts are affected by external or previous conditions; that is,
the fact that humans are not fully free.

The difference between human intelligence and systemic performance of artificial
machines cannot be given a full-fledged explanation in terms of the nature of will and
its effect on morality. Regardless of sensations, internal states, or knowledge by

presence, even the will cannot distinguish human intelligence and artificial intelligence.
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Consideration of inherent perceptions and manners of acquired cognitions can show
similarities between performances of artificial and human intelligence.

Conclusion: A description and analysis of artificial machines and their comparison
with human intelligence can help us have a better understanding of the gap between
human consciousness and the consciousness of primary causes, and how multiplicities
and conflicts find their ways to the material world as compared to higher worlds.

As we can see in artificial intelligence, software and hardware are fully different
from each other. Because of more intermediaries and weakness in knowledge, human
consciousness or knowledge can be considered a kind of secondary knowledge, or just a
ghost of knowledge, and reason or rationality for humans is owed to a higher level of
intellect, since philosophers such as Avicenna and Mulla Sadra believe that epistemic

images are created in humans by the active intellect.

Keywords: intelligence, human, artificial intelligence, soul, intellect, knowledge.
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