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Abstract 

Motion in the categories is one of the most significant topics in the natural philosophy of 

Ibn Sīnā (428 AH/1037 CE). Ḥakīm Muḥammad ibn ʿAbd al-Fattāḥ Tonekābonī 

(1040 AH/1631 CE-1124 AH/1713 CE), known as Fādhil Sarāb, one of the great thinkers 

of the Safavid era, composed a work entitled Risāla fī Bayān al-Ḥarka fī al-Maqula. In this 

work, he analyzes and evaluates a topic from the second chapter of the second article of the 

art of "natural hearing" of Ibn Sīnā's Cure, entitled On the Relation of Motion to the 

Categories, where the nature of motion is discussed. Ḥakīm Tonekābonī's explanation is 

invaluable because his assessment is based on his identification of the nature of motion 

with the doctrine of gradation. Ḥakīm Tonekābonī's study has a "they say/I say” structure, 

which encourages the reader to pay attention to the ideas that are rejected as well as 

accepted in the discussion. Ḥakīm Tonekābonī goes beyond the discussion of the nature of 

motion and also deals with issues such as the connection between motion and time and 

instantaneous motion (ḥaraka tawassuṭiyya), as well as continuous motion (ḥaraka 

qaṭʿiyya). Referring to the views of Abū Naṣr al-Fārābī (339 AH/ 950/1 CE) and Jalāl al-

Dīn al-Dawwānī (908 AH/ 1502 CE), he establishes a link between philosophical issues 

and the commentary tradition of the Tajrīd al-Iʿtiqād. The editio princeps of the treatise, 

along with an analysis of the text, provides a basis for further discussion of Ibn Sīnā's 

natural philosophy. 
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Ḥakīm Tonekābonī, was born in Sarab, one of the villages of Tonekābon, and after 

obtaining the basics of science with his father, he left for Isfahan in the religious schools of 

Tonekābon. The date of Ḥakīm Tonekābonī's death was recorded on Monday, the 18th of 

Dhu al-Hjjah in 1124 AH, and his burial place was recorded as the Takht-e Fulad of 

Isfahan. His masters in the intellectual sciences are Mirza Muḥammad Bāqir Sabzavārī (d. 

1090 AH), Āghā Ḥossein Khʷānsārī (d. 1098 AH) and Mullā RajabʿAlī Tabrīzī (died 1080 

AH). In this article, Ḥakīm Tonekābonī's attitude towards motion in categories has been 

studied from a historical and philosophical perspective based on his work treatment of 

movement expression in categories: Philosophically, because the issue of movement and its 

conceptual analysis has long occupied the minds of many thinkers. On the one hand, 

Heraclitus considered being to be associated with motion in such a way as if being is 

motion, and on the other hand, Parmenides described being in such a way that motion 

considered alien with it. Historically, it is worth mentioning that the first detailed and 

philosophical explanation of this issue has been stated in Aristotle's Physics, and later in the 

Islamic world, Ibn Sina in his works, especially in the Shifa (Cure), has given his 

philosophical explanation about the nature of motion through various interpretations of 

Aristotle's Physics. However, a few points in this discussion need to be considered. One is 

that Ibn Sina expresses his view on the nature of motion after evaluating important views 

on the subject and the consequences associated with those views. Second, Ibn Sina 

expresses his attitude in comparison with other attitudes in a different way. The difference 

between Ibn Sina's statement can be reported as follows: in other views, he states that 

motion, for example, is a matter of homonym, or of analogical gradation; Or if it is 

analogical gradation, it is like settled topoi (place), or fixed blackness or fluid blackness, 

but when he expresses his view of the nature of motion, he engages with philosophical 

analysis of the category of the passion and raises the question of whether passion is motion 

or a relation between movement and something else; And that if passion is identical with 

motion, then motion is absolute or restricted? It can be said that by using this method Ibn 

Sina, does not intend to accept the famous view about the number of ten categories like the 

Aristotelians and that he regards either of the categories as a real genera. Accordingly, 

passion is identical with motion. After discussing on Ibn Sina's view on the nature of 

motion, it is worthwhile to explain here Ḥakīm Tonekābonī's explanation of Ibn Sina's 

view. The treatise on motion in the categories of Ḥakīm Tonekābonī should be considered 

in two "levels": 1. The level of problem analysis in the form of text's rendering, 2. The level 

of further considerations in the form of comments and marginal notes. Ḥakīm Tonekābonī 

has expressed his further considerations or comments in six sections, which cover only half 

of the topics of the treatise. Ḥakīm Tonekābonī's answers to the view that the nature of 

motion is based on analogical gradation are presented in "they say/I say” structure" that 

encourages considerably the reader to follow up the text of the treatise. It seems that Ḥakīm 
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Tonekābonī's concerns for composing this treatise consist of: the connection of the treatise 

with the debates arising from writing interpretation and marginal note on Tusi's Tajrīd al-

iʿtiqād (The Purification of Belief) and to answer an aporia about the nature of motion.  

Keywords: Ibn Sīnā, The Cure, Ḥakīm Tonekābonī, Motion, The Categories, Motion in 

the Categories, The Treatise on the Explanation of Motion in the Categories.  
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 رسا� في بيان الحرکة في المقو�
جعل الش�يخ المذاهب الملتفة إ�يها هاهنا  ١^

الحرکة هي مقو� أن ينفعل، الأوّل أنّ  ثلاثة:
والثاني أنّ الحرکة في مقو� فرد س�ياّل من أفراد 
ت= المقو�، والثالث أنّ الحرکة لا تندرج تحت 
مقو� من مقولات المشهورة بل @سمية الحرکة 
Jلحرکة في الأIن مHلاً �کون مّا مFه وما إليه أيناً 

 وهکذا الحرکة في المقولات الباقLة.
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3�c��c�� :� .  
.4  �� %?��c�� �U3�� %�
��c�� ������� %�J
�_�� B����� %>�3b��������� ��� �
���� ���� %94 -95.  
5���� :� .  
.6 01���� <= :	 %� %* %P  
7.  �)w��(�O�4J= �5�  :�}�� . 8� <(�  :����/»E ��64��� 6./ 8� 2O�/ 6,&(d��«  
8843U� :� .  
9G�J( :	 %� %� .  
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&$ 8�+
�& ������ ��64��� .������ � �
���� �110 �� B�O���� ��64��11 ������12   %8�
� 8�+
�&
!64b��� ������ � �
���� �113  .«  

�� d��
���� d��U�� �� I�
C �= �
h� >�- $ <'�(&14 ��
� �Tl($ �^:� ��
����15  I�
C
�^:� ��U�� �����& d��# �� �
�� >�- $16     !V��/ �/!6���� 9	$ ���( +� <(�}�.�� <1C �5/

� 	�
 	�& V+'�� ��1 <= ������ ��U���� !��^ �
�6��& �����5� �T��!
� �R��� �
���� 	�
 *�_�
9*6( 8=��7 �(6�7 �5/ <'�17 .�T�5_= *�!
��� ��3�� >�34�� �5/  

  �!
�O�3�� �����:� M54p( [�=$ D9��7 �� !A� � 89��� �T�!&$ �=� �V+
 9��= �
�6��&18   8�
�
�� 84
!�� ["�� !oy�& 84�/E X>�� !o$ �� �
���� >�.a$ �� �R#�p�$ &$ �R/���$ ��
�19  %8
� *��7

�� 6(�( 	$ �=� 89��� �R
��a �=�& �������� ��� �� *�,$»8.
J� ������� «  !������ �
g�� &$ !����� ��3��
       6��$ ���$ 	�& *�!
���� ��3���� *��, <�= 8�� *��( � <'� �T5;�� 	�
 	�& *!&:�& �D5_��� &$

.�� �= 8.
J� ������ :*��.� %<(�
^:�  
 :8��,&»8� 2O�/ 6,& d��(E [��64��� 6./]«  

G�J7 "� :*�,$20   9*6�( ��
 ��
� @9��4( �O��/ d��(-��& �TO&�J= ������ 	�
 �.J�� d��(E 8�
8
5/21  :8��,»I�^H ��� *�!
�� j
5� ����� 2��a ������ 	�
 	�& «     w6�U( *�!
���� ������� ���

   ��T�+4^� �!
�O�3�� ���K� �� M54^� 	�& �� �= 89�$ 	�=-�� <= �O&�3��� ���K� N
�  �� 8
5/
�� �
���� B�_��� G�3( 	H !o$ 89�$ �.J�� ��
O��22     0�7��= <�= ���97�= 8
� @9��4�5� 	�
 ������

��h� �6J� �& ��, 8� 2�
� �49�� ������23 .*�!
��� ��3�� *�_�� �5/ 85
�� MJO  
                                                                                              

.10 %P :� &  

.11 & :�  

.12 ��64��� �� :� ������ ... B�O���� �� ������  

.13 ��4�� + :	 %� %* %P  

.14 & :�  
15  ��� :	 %� %� %* .  
16�^K� :� %* .  
179*6( �� :� .  
18�
O�J�� :� .  
19��� :	 %� .  
20G�J( :	 %� %� .  
219*6( 8
5/ :V .  
22& :� .  
23��h( :� .  
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لو نوقش في تحققّ هذه الأمور فإمكانها  ٢^
بل إمكان بعضها كافY لنا ومFع إمكان كلّ 

 وا_د منها مكا[رةً.

هذا الأجزاء وeخcلاف في الحرکة بمعني  ٣^
القطع ظاهران و�کنّ اعتبارهما في الحرکة بمعني 

 التوسّط Jعتبار المسافة.

�� �|�, *�, 	L�24    ��
���� ��� �,���� 	�
 	� �
���� >�.a$ �� ������� ��� �� & *�_��
�p� d6(6b�� d������ ��� �3
Jl�� d������ <=25 <= !��, �
e26    M�54p( 	$ V-�5( %d������

 ���K� 0��� 6��& �p�        ��R/�� 8��+4^� V&-�5� ��
1�.4= ��
e T��354p= ��R/���$ �!
O�3��
G&�3��� �pb�� 07��= x+4^��27       d6��& N�= B��.�� x+4�^�& MJ�l��& d!6b�� 0���

.B���:� �1�.7 V6/ N= M
'� �T5#$ 8� �.J= � %�pb��  
^2 89�L� �T�!&$ �=� :*�,$28 6 �7 	$ <'�(29   &$ d�����

  <�'�( �49�� >�- :� 0��� d!6b�� �354p= 	�� &$ d�&��
G�3( 	$30  ���
� �!
3
'�� ���, N= 9����� ��31  *���732 

x+4^� ��33  	��5�� B���$34      84!
�Up� N�= ��T5c= !������
*��� %�!
O�3�� >�- :� 0���35 8|�- $& !����� �
g�� 	�5�� �� �!
Upb��& x+4^�� ��.  

 ��.=-5n( �= 9	�� �R
��a �=�&36      ��� �������� ���� ���
8=-5� I�� &37 *���& %�
���� �� & ��38 9	� : x+4^�

�
U( �
���� �� MJl��& d!6b��39  B���$ x+4^� �R���

                                                                                              

24& :� .  
25 :	 ��pb� :� ��JS( :� .�RUp�  
26<
� :� .  
27G&�J��� :� .  
2889�� :V .  
296 �( :� %� .  
30G�37 :	 %� .  
31��� :	 %� %� .  
32*��( :� .  
33��� + :� . *��7 �� x+4^� 

34!����� �� :� . �T5c= N= ... �� 	�5��  
35*��7 :� :V .  
36�� + :� .  
378=-57 :� .  
38*��7& :� �*��(& :� .  
39�
U7 :� .  
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فإن قLل: وجود الفرد الغير القارّ من الأIن مHلاً في أثناء  ٤^
ينافي أصلهم اtي هو rون ا�كمّ الغير القارّ هو  الحرکة الأيLpةّ

الزمان؛ أجLب: أمّا أوّلاً فzأنّ أصلهم المسلمّ اtي هو تقس�يمهم 
الشيء اtي � وضع إلى أربعة التيّ هي النقطة والخطّ 

والسطح والجسم �س�تلزم وجود المكان في أثناء الحرکة الأيLpةّ 
= الحرکة يpته�ي إلى لأنهّ لا شكّ أنّ �ن الحاوي في أثناء ت

ا أو جسمًا فهو  ذي وضع لا يمکن أن Iکون نقطة أو خط�
سطح؛ وأمّا �نيًا فzالحلّ بأنهّ يمکن أن Iکون مرادهم من ا�كمّ 

القارّ وا�كمّ الغير القارّ ا�كمّ اtي من شأنه القرار في الجم� وا�كمّ 
 اtي ل�س من شأنه القرار أصلاً فالسطح الغير القارّ مFدرج

 في ا�كميّّات القارّة Jلمعنى اtي ذrرته بخلاف الزمان.

C� �1��aH& �
����40 [d6��& [�
��� @9��4( 6, 6����� @9��4���41     ���4.���& $6����� 0����
d6�& �� ��4J( �= �(��&42 M54p7 �
�� �
����43     	��=-�� >�-� $ ��� �!
�O�3�� �1>�- $44 

   ��1��aH& �T3J�O& Td!6�^3    >�-� : ��#���� x+4^���
45  ��
����46  �!(������47   ��!
J
�_��&

���� 	�
 N= ������� >�- $ �� ��1��aH&��
� �pb��� Td6��& �48 *��749    ��
���� ���^4 

*��� %�1��aH&50 ��aH& ������� ��� ��I.  
   9	$ <��= 8��7�
C ���= 9	���� ���Tc��a ���=�&

x+4^�51   ��.J= � �pb�� d6�& N= B�.��
B�.�� 	�
 �C� ��
� "95�= 8�52  [B�� </ �RE�4�=

   B����:� x+4�^� d����.= �=�� %���p�� ��53 
d6��5� d!�����54 !
Upb���/�.�= ��� �55.  

 	L�  ���� >�34�� �5/ �.5
�� MJO :k25,
9*6��( � ���������56  9���J5� %I���� & ���5/

    d!���� ��
���� >��.a$ �� MU94= @9��4���
  2���
� ���1& ����1�
e& M��
'��& <��(:�

                                                                                              

40& :V .  
41�5��& :� .  
42:� . �5�&  
43M54p= :� �M54p( :* %� .  
44	�=-�� >�- $ �� �!
O�3�� �� :* .  
45>�- �� :� .  
46�
���� �� :� .  
47�!(����� �
���� >�- : �� :* .  
48��� :� %P %* .  
49*��( :� .  
50*��( :� �*��� �1��aH& �
���� �� �� :* .  
.51   ��� + :�  
52B�� :	 .  
53B���$ :� .  
54�5��5� :� .  
55B�.�= :* .  
56!6� :V .  
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وجود أمر يفرض فLه الأفراد المتفّقة أو  ٥^
ا�تلفة مHل الأيون وا�کLفLاّت وجود فرد �ير 

هذا الفرد حرکة أو قارّ في المقو�، وزعم مHل 
انفعالاً أو قوّة و@سميته بوا_د منها لا يخر�ه عن 

 rونه فردًا منها وس�نوّضح هذا ا¡مل.

 >�- :� ��� �49�� d!���� �� & V6/ ���.( � ��aK�& �!
O�3�� >�- :� B���$ x+4^�& %d�� �=
 .��aK� ��.=&o�7 �$57  ���aK�& ��
���� �� �354p= D;�.��� 9	$58     E��  �C�& ��=�6�J�� N�=

 d!��5� �!
O�3�� >�- :� 	�
 6J�4�( +� �=&6J��� D;�.�5� �354p��� ��aK�& ��
���� x+4^�
.���p�� �� ��|�34�� N= B�.��� �354p=  

 d�!6J4��� ����:� 8
� G�3( �
���� >�.a$ �� [�=$ �� & :n25,     �����:� 8�
�� 0��.7 &$ ���394���
    8�4!
5J� ����.( � X>��b� d!�, >�b�� 	�
 C� %Td!�, &$ �T��J3�� &$ T�
�� 84�/E >��� %M54p��� ��aK�&

.!��(6� I�� &&  
   ��� & 9	: ��
���� �1 �=:� ��1 9�J5� :k25, 	L�^5 

T�!
�(6� V�5J= �
����59   �������� ��� �� *����� �T,�397�&60 
*�,61  � 8�9�: ��16�$ �(�3
 N= @9��4�5� <(�=$ �� �� 

     "�'� ��9�� ��
���� ��
e @9��4�5� [�=$ �� & �5/ �
��
w9�_7& ��aK�& !j���62   !j���� V�'�$ �J� �� m5g��

9*67 � ��aK�& !j��� �5/ ���4/�� �3.( �J��� ��1 <= ��1 	�
 ��J�� -(�S7&63    $6��= ��5/
�95J�& ��� �R�! �=& ��6J= 	�'( 	$ �5U( �= �5/ �9�� "�S�� ��64 
���� �1 �.1�1  ��#�Up��� �

�!(�=:� j3.�� d!���� &$65�� �.���� .»�
���� >�.a$ �� ������� ��� V6/ «  � 8�
�� � ���� V6J� *�,
��4�� �94� 8=6J� "5J��� *�,66 �l3�� �3� �.=+
 �5�S���& %	�1���� ���67     ��� �.��6� & V6�J�

8
5/ �T5
�� "�=+
68 �5/ �Tl($ �./+9;� V6/&69 V+'��� %8
5/ 9*6( �= �5/ 	�1���� �9�� j
� �.J= 
�5/ .��|�.a$ �� �
���� �
e �=$ �� & �1 o�9�� �/!6��� ���a�  

                                                                                              

57o�( :� .  
58��
����& ��aK� :* .  
59�!
�(6� :[�=�1] V ���(6� :[!��] V %* %P %� .  
60*����� :P .  
618��, :� .  
62x�_� :� �x�_7 :P .  
639*6( :* .  
649�J�& :� .  
658� �=:� :P .  
66��4�( :� .  
67�U3�� :� %� .  
68 :V . - 8
5/  
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إن ادّعی أ_د أنّ وجود فرد المقو� في أثناء  ٦^
الحرکة بديه�يّ وأنّ س§ب إ¦كاره الش�بهة وبعد _لهّا لا 
يحتاج إلى الإثبات فل�س بعيدًا �کن لماّ كان رسوخ 

س§zه الش�بهة المن­ّ� ربما  انتفائه في الأذهان وإن كان
صار مانعًا عن إذ¯ان بداهة ب�Fّا الأمر نظريةّ المدّعي 

 وأثب±Fاه Jلبرهان تقريباً إلى أذهان الناظرIن.

^6 n25,702O�� �C� :71 "�  �
��72   >���1 ��
������� 	�'( 	$ �=�� %A�C �
e &$ >�= &$73   T�4!��U=

  �& �^�6�4�� V-54��( *!&:�& %���a ��� 	�'( &$  ����c�
      ��� ["���.= [��=$ ���� o&����� <pc�� >��4��� 	�'(

     [&���= ��c��c�� ��� ["���.= ��
e <
4�S��74   �_��5�
   ��p�� ��=� �o&��4�� V6/ V�-54�� @9��4�5� o&����
  8�7��(E 	�
& 	�'��� M(�J7 8
5/ w6U( <(:� �� �
���� >�.a$ �� [�=$ D9��7 2�c� �^�64�� �=�&

= �^H �� 8��U��& [0��  �����.( � �
���� ����4��� <(9��4�75   � ��
���� �
e 8��
& 84!
Up�
�C� �.!��(76       M�(�J7 8�
5/ w6�# >���� ��� ������� M(�J7 8
5/ w6U( [�=$ �� & 87�
C ��� 2�a

2�c( <(�(6�4�� �5/ C� �� w6U( "� &$ I6J� N= �Tl($ �
����77       ���� ��� & ��1 o��9�� ��.��5_=
2�c(& �������78 7�
C �= x+^  w6�U�� V6/ �(6�7 �5/& 8
5/ �
���� w6# �(6�7 �5/ �R�(�# 8

2�c(79    V6�/ ��5/ 9*6( ������� ����$ <= �
���� 	�
 *�_�` 87�
C �= 9	: �T.�O 87�
C �= x+^
87�
C ��
 �T�5_= ������� ����$ D9��780.  

 0��.���� �!
.(:� �
���� �� ������� ��� �� & 2�a :87�
C ��� k25, 	L�   ��� I��� �� "'���
    	��'7 ��49�� �������� N�
�  �� I�� �� "'��� � �!
,���� ������� �� M9,�4��& ������� I�181 

.>���3�� ��(�; �1 o�9�� �U3��� �|���� V6/ �9�� V��J5� �
�� � C� ��
� �
����  
   ���.= X6���& ��� @9��4��� ��� NO���& M
'��& !"'�� ���� 9	y� "'�( ��J�� :n25,82   �����

<(:�83       I���� ���.= X6���& ��� �������� ��� �� & �5/ 9*6( o�9�� 	�1����� %8
� @9��4��� ���
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  ��!
!�'�� V&-� "95���� �1�h�� <= �Tl($& .������� �(�� �� ������� ��� �� & �5/ 9*6( ��
�l��
��,9�3( "�& %�T�5_= "�S5� ��6����&84   & ��1�
e& !"�'�� �� �
��4��� V�� :� <
�   9	� ������( "��

  � .!"�'�� �� �
���� 	�=E �
e �� �!(�U.J�� V�� :�& �T�5_= �!
'53�� V�� :� VE��� <= ��6����
&$ 	�'��� 	�=E �� D9��4( o�9�� �J3���& ��
�� ��6���� �=� "�S5� VE+�� ��6���� 9	$ *��(85   ��=

&$ d!����� ��6���� �1 o��� ��6���� "'� �� �186 �� 8
� �
����<(�587  �
���� 	�=E �� 	��9��4(
�
U34�� ��� ��4�( � �.J��� ���� ��6���� V&-�&88 *��� �9�:89     <�= ������� 	��
 V6/ ���} N=

»��6���� V&-� «    � 	$ 8���6 & ���� N� ���� E!�S( �1 8
� �
����& %�J3��& d!���� <= !"/$ 8=&-�
	��
���& ���.�� <= X>�b� 	�'(90 6�= �
���� �� V�� �= 	$ <'�( � 89�y� *��( �1& ��J3��� Z��

E!�S( X2,& 9�
 9	: ��,&:� <= X2,& �� �!6�4= �T���
� &$ �T7��� 9	y� "5J�� X6�: �U�(91   ���J��
&$ !��.�� �
�� �� A�C 	�'( 	$92  &$ *������93       ���1 9	$ G��� ���& �Ma��'4�� &$ ��p5p4��

-(�S4��94  ���,&:� 9�
 �� 	��
���& ���.�� !"J( �95    9����� ���'�� <�'�( �96    ���1& %�T5�#$
    ����a� <�'�( d��
����� �=!6���� ��
�l� �Tl($ ����& �!
|�_������ �
e 0��.( � �Tl($ -(�S4��

.������� ��� �� & V��/  
�3.( <= 6./ !"'�� �� @9��4��� "�S�� :*��� �Tl($&97      �� V$ N�O& &C �������� ���� ��� &

���( 	$ �=� *!&:� �5/&98 ����   &$ [���  ��� ��5��( 	$ �=� *!&:� �5/& �� V$ I� ��� <= X8 �� ��
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