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Hakim Tonekaboni's Explanation of Ibn Sina's View on
Motion in the Categories

An Analytical Introduction and the Editio Princeps of the

Treatise in the Explanation of Motion in the Categories
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Abstract

Motion in the categories is one of the most significant topics in the natural philosophy of
Ibn Sma (428 AH/1037 CE). Hakim Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Fattah Tonekabont
(1040 AH/1631 CE-1124 AH/1713 CE), known as Fadhil Sarab, one of the great thinkers
of the Safavid era, composed a work entitled Risala fi Bayan al-Harka fi al-Maqula. In this
work, he analyzes and evaluates a topic from the second chapter of the second article of the
art of "natural hearing" of Ibn Sina's Cure, entitled On the Relation of Motion to the
Categories, where the nature of motion is discussed. Hakim Tonekabont's explanation is
invaluable because his assessment is based on his identification of the nature of motion
with the doctrine of gradation. Hakim TonekabonT's study has a "they say/I say” structure,
which encourages the reader to pay attention to the ideas that are rejected as well as
accepted in the discussion. Hakim Tonekaboni goes beyond the discussion of the nature of
motion and also deals with issues such as the connection between motion and time and
instantaneous motion (haraka tawassutiyya), as well as continuous motion (haraka
qat iyva). Referring to the views of Abll Nasr al-Farabi (339 AH/ 950/1 CE) and Jalal al-
Din al-Dawwani (908 AH/ 1502 CE), he establishes a link between philosophical issues
and the commentary tradition of the Tajrid al-I'tigad. The editio princeps of the treatise,
along with an analysis of the text, provides a basis for further discussion of Ibn Sina's

natural philosophy.
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Hakim Tonekaboni, was born in Sarab, one of the villages of Tonekabon, and after
obtaining the basics of science with his father, he left for Isfahan in the religious schools of
Tonekabon. The date of Hakim TonekabonT's death was recorded on Monday, the 18th of
Dhu al-Hjjah in 1124 AH, and his burial place was recorded as the Takht-e Fulad of
Isfahan. His masters in the intellectual sciences are Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Sabzavart (d.
1090 AH), Agha Hossein Kh*ansari (d. 1098 AH) and Mulla Rajab‘Alf Tabrizi (died 1080
AH). In this article, Hakim Tonekaboni's attitude towards motion in categories has been
studied from a historical and philosophical perspective based on his work treatment of
movement expression in categories: Philosophically, because the issue of movement and its
conceptual analysis has long occupied the minds of many thinkers. On the one hand,
Heraclitus considered being to be associated with motion in such a way as if being is
motion, and on the other hand, Parmenides described being in such a way that motion
considered alien with it. Historically, it is worth mentioning that the first detailed and
philosophical explanation of this issue has been stated in Aristotle's Physics, and later in the
Islamic world, Tbn Sina in his works, especially in the Shifa (Cure), has given his
philosophical explanation about the nature of motion through various interpretations of
Aristotle's Physics. However, a few points in this discussion need to be considered. One is
that Tbn Sina expresses his view on the nature of motion after evaluating important views
on the subject and the consequences associated with those views. Second, Ibn Sina
expresses his attitude in comparison with other attitudes in a different way. The difference
between Ibn Sina's statement can be reported as follows: in other views, he states that
motion, for example, is a matter of homonym, or of analogical gradation; Or if it is
analogical gradation, it is like settled topoi (place), or fixed blackness or fluid blackness,
but when he expresses his view of the nature of motion, he engages with philosophical
analysis of the category of the passion and raises the question of whether passion is motion
or a relation between movement and something else; And that if passion is identical with
motion, then motion is absolute or restricted? It can be said that by using this method Ibn
Sina, does not intend to accept the famous view about the number of ten categories like the
Aristotelians and that he regards either of the categories as a real genera. Accordingly,
passion is identical with motion. After discussing on Ibn Sina's view on the nature of
motion, it is worthwhile to explain here Hakim TonekabonT's explanation of Ibn Sina's
view. The treatise on motion in the categories of Hakim Tonekabont should be considered
in two "levels": 1. The level of problem analysis in the form of text's rendering, 2. The level
of further considerations in the form of comments and marginal notes. Hakim Tonekabont
has expressed his further considerations or comments in six sections, which cover only half
of the topics of the treatise. Hakim Tonekaboni's answers to the view that the nature of
motion is based on analogical gradation are presented in "they say/I say” structure" that
encourages considerably the reader to follow up the text of the treatise. It seems that Hakim



Tonekabont's concerns for composing this treatise consist of: the connection of the treatise
with the debates arising from writing interpretation and marginal note on Tusi's Tajrid al-
i tigad (The Purification of Belief) and to answer an aporia about the nature of motion.
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