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Abstract 

Plotinus, through his criticism of the Aristotelian conception of the Arche as lacking of 

transcendence and simplicity, emphasized on the Arche’s transcendence beyond both 

Intellect and being, thereby establishing it as the beyond-being. In contrast, Mulla 

Sadra, via his innovative doctrine of causality, articulated this transcendence by 

equating being with the singular essence of God as the One qua being. This article 

studies the problem of relation of God and the world in a conceptual-argumentative 

method. According to the findings of this study, despite apparent similarities, these 

two conceptions of transcendence yield radically different conclusions concerning the 

Arche’s relation to the world—specifically, its being knowable, describable, and its 

knowledge of the world. This divergence exposes their fundamental disagreement on 

the meaning of transcendence itself. As a result for Mulla Sadra, it denotes the Arche's 

absolute perfection, while for Plotinus, it implies the Arche's absolute distinction from 

the world, A difference which itself originates from a deeper ontological division: 

While for Plotinus, being is founded on a simpler, prior grade of reality, Mulla Sadra 

thinks of existence as self-subsistent and the single source of all perfection, rendering 

any transcendence beyond itself impossible. 
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1. Introduction 

The inquiry into the Arche (Principle) of the world, beyond its general significance 

in the history of philosophy, occupies a direct relationship with the foundational 

conceptions of the two philosophers within Neoplatonic philosophy and 

Transcendent Wisdom. According to a common interpretation, Mullā Ṣadrā's 

explanation of the Principle as the True Cause, presented in the second volume of al-

Asfār al-arbaʿah and emphasized by those commentators of Transcendent Wisdom 

who advocate a reading based on the personal unity of existence, is seen as 

analogous to the position of negative theology of Neoplatonic philosophers—an 

interpretation that, as will be shown, is challenged by the authors of this paper. 

Plotinus, emphasizing the necessity of the Principle's simplicity, spoke of the 

criterion of the Principle's absolute distinction from the world. Mullā Ṣadrā, 

however, by centering existence and reducing perfection and transcendence to a 

same reality—namely, existence—considered the most perfect being to be the most 

transcendent being. In Ṣadrā's explanation, God, as the sole True Cause and the sole 

True being or the One qua being, possesses a supremacy of the kind of perfection 

over other beings. In the Neoplatonic explanation, God as the One beyond-being is 

absolutely distinct from the entire chain of existent and intelligible beings. This 

discrepancy is rooted in a distinction within the ontological principles underlying the 

two philosophers' views: for one, the structure of the world is based on the duality of 

existence and non-existence, with existence being a self-subsistent reality that 

explains God's absolute perfection; for the other, existence is dependent upon and 

distinct from a higher plane that transcends all existential perfection, positive 

attribution, and knowability. Understanding this fundamental distinction, which has 

recurrently manifested throughout the history of philosophy between proponents of 

negative and positive theology, reveals a foundational divergence between two 

positions that invites reflection on their respective implications and consequences. 
 

2. Materials & Methods 

This paper pursues the problem of the transcendence of the Principle in the 

Neoplatonic Philosophy and the Transcendent Wisdom through a conceptual-

argumentative method. 
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3. Discussion & Result 

3.1 Transcendence as Absolute Distinction: The One Beyond-Being in 

Neoplatonic Philosophy 
To criticize the Aristotelian conception of the Intellect as the Principle, Plotinus 

argues that the Intellect, due to a threefold composition (composition arising from 

the multiplicity of intelligible content, composition necessitated by the inherent 

duality in the act of self-thinking, and composition due to the Intellect's 

entanglement with the five supreme or universal Ideas), lacks simplicity and is 

interwoven with realities non-identical to itself, thus lacking absolute distinction and 

transcendence from the world. Consequently, to attain the Principle and First Origin 

of the world, one must transcend the Intellect and being. Plotinus calls this Principle 

the Good or the One beyond-being, maintaining that its being beyond existence 

implies its absolute transcendence and distinction from the totality of the chain of 

beings. The transcendence he speaks about, is not a gradable attribute but one which 

something either possesses completely or lacks entirely. Plotinus's specific position 

about the transcendence of the Principle entails three significant consequences: 

Firstly, it negates God's knowledge of the lower world and even His self-knowledge, 

since knowledge implies a composition and entanglement between the Principle and 

the world, negating its absolute distinction and transcendence. The second 

consequence of Plotinus's view is the absolute ineffability of the Principle, such that 

no positive attribute can be ascribed to it, and speaking of it is possible only through 

negation (via negativa). The third consequence of transcendence in the Neoplatonic 

conception is the intrinsic unknowability of the Principle, meaning that the Principle 

of the world, by virtue of its absolute transcendence and distinction from the realm 

of intelligibles, remains absolutely unknowable for any knower (even the First 

Intellect, and beyond that, the Principle itself). 
3.2 Transcendence as Absolute Perfection: The One qua being in Transcendent 

Wisdom 
By centering existence and offering a specific explanation of causality, Mullā 

Ṣadrā presents a completely different understanding of the Principle's transcendence, 

leading in all three aspects—knowledge, knowability, and describability—to results 

opposite those emphasized in Plotinus's philosophy. Through the theory of imkān 

faqrī and by emphasizing the relational existence of other beings, he argues that the 

only independent and self-subsistent existence is the essence of the Necessary Being 

(wājib al-wujūd). Contingent beings are essentially poverty, relation, and 
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dependence upon this sole existence, considered as its manifestations, modes, and 

attributes. According to this explanation, God's transcendence means that He, as the 

sole true being and cause whose causality is identical with His essence, possesses 

absolute perfection. This perfection is gradable, and lower levels of existence 

participate in it to varying degrees. Such an explanation of transcendence leads to 

three outcomes entirely distinct from those in Plotinus's philosophy: Firstly, based 

on the Transcendent Wisdom, God, as the True Cause with complete existential 

encompassment over His manifestations, possesses intrinsic and detailed knowledge 

of the world and of what is other than Himself. Furthermore, the divine essence is 

identical with all perfect attributes, and these attributes are not superadded to His 

essence. Finally, God's essence, due to the intensity of its perfection of existence, is 

the most knowable being. What causes its concealment and hiddenness from human 

understanding is the deficiency of human mind in the face of this complete 

manifestation, not an intrinsic unknowability as proposed by Plotinus. 
The distinction discussed in the two philosophers' approaches to the problem of 

the transcendence of the world's Principle reveals a discrepancy in the ontological 

principles of the two metaphysical systems. Contrary to the Plotinian ontology, in 

which existence is founded upon a simpler and higher plane that is beyond 

existence/non-existence and perfection/deficiency, Mullā Ṣadrā considers existence 

to be self-subsistent. Relying on the duality of existence and non-existence, he 

explains the relationship between God and the world, interprets all perfections by 

reference to existence, and regards God as the perfect instantiation of all perfections. 
 

4. Conclusion 

Thus, while a common interpretation judges there to be a proximity between the 

systems of Plotinus and Mullā Ṣadrā, this paper challenges that understanding and 

claims that within the two aforementioned metaphysical systems we encounter two 

entirely distinct conceptions of transcendence: transcendence as absolute perfection 

versus transcendence as absolute distinction. This difference itself stems from two 

completely distinct ontological approaches: in one, existence is self-subsistent, while 

in the other, it is dependent upon a reality beyond itself. This opposition is not 

confined to the philosophical systems of Plotinus and Ṣadrā but is traceable 

throughout the history of philosophy under the two traditions of positive and 

negative theology. 
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9 .  &�� �'� :�� ���$��2018 :5 .1 .8 .26 O5 .3 .15 .11 �23 O5 .4 .1 .21 O6 .2 .15 .14 �15 O6 .2 .17 .
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13 .15 -23O 6 .8 .8 .14 O6 .8 .11 .33 -36 O6 .9 .3 .45 -52 O6 .9 .5 .31 O6 .9 .6 .16 �&��������:F .

 l�$���( :�� ���$�� ��9H�� ����!. -���2023 :285�. O  ��1992 :181 -183.  
19 . &�� '� :�� ���$��2018 :5 .3 .16 .15 -16 O5 .5 .6 .26 -37   ����$�� ��9�H�� ����!. -��� �&���:F .

:��  R�82007 :12.  
20 . &�� '� :�� ���$��2018 :6 .9 .3 .50 -55.  

 



"�:�� ;���< � "�:���� =
�� ... ) �
6�� ���7 ����7 �9�!�(  63  

 

 

21 .   &�� �'� :��� ���$��2018 :1 .8 .9 .14 -15 O5 .5 .6 .20 -23 O5 .6 .6 .31 O6 .8 .21 .26 -30 O6 .9 .
3 .1 -8    l��$���( :��� ����$�� ��9H�� ����!. -��� �&���:F .2023 :286 �290 -291 �314    ��� #�4��

 
3���N &��/� �� �% �4�� ���A�� n�9( ?�� �', �� )HN �� ?��A} R <� �� i'(��8 �&��   -��M�8�%
�� �+�      i'(���8 :��� ����$�� O
�"� �93���8 -��:�� 2 � � ,� �� �T -����� �!"��1995: 148 -

152.  
22 . &�� '�  :�� ���$��2018 :6 .9 .3 .20 -21 O6 .9 .7 .16 -21 O6 .9. 8 .34 O6 .9 .11.  
23.     Q��% ��9�N % -���9�� �� �*%��} �( 
"�� �T �� &�� '� g� . �� l��e �� � (M. ���>� p�� �,�

 K��Q% ��� . �� ���24. g� . ����>� &�� �� ���9"� �� �&���>. �3�� ��N #��N�  �/'�" ���A�� ��
�. ���% �4�� %          &���} �� �,� �*�*�H� ���+� ��� ���9/. ����>� f �<3�� �*���+�� ��%��$%�

�
'�      � �,���� ������ ��� ����>� �T �� p�!. ����� Q��:� �� ��(�� �� �&���>. �.�:� � ����% � ,� -�
.��
>9. �/'" ���A�� �� p�!.  

24 . :�� ���$�� -����N &������21368| �1 :86 -87 :��� ���$�� ��9H�� ����!. -��� �&���:F .   -�� �,
�'.T 1395| �1 :283 �352 | ����:F O2 :26 | ����:F O3 :198 -200O  | ����:F7 :342 O | ����:F9 :
581 -582O | ���:F10 :108 -109�'.T -�� , O 1397| �3 :352 -355.  

25 . �'.T -�� , :�� ���$��1395| �3 :198 -199.  
26 . -�� , :�� ���$�� ��'.T 1395| �1 :352 �493 �525 �526 O | ����:F2: 26 -28 �35 �467 O  ����:F

|  3: 199 �239 �215 -217 O :| �����:F395 �399 �403 �484 -485 O| �����:F6 :108 �109O  �����:F
|10 :136.  

27���$�� . 
�� /� :�� 1395| �1 :213 -214.  
28 .�'.T -�� , :�� ���$�� 1395| �1 :531 -532.  
29 . v'!. &�� �� -����N &������21368| �2 :299 -306   .
"� #�N d=�  
30 .��'.T -�� , :�� ���$� 1395| �9 :491 -493.  
31.  :�� ���$�� :��:F596.  
32 . :�� ���$�� :��:F494.  
33 . :�� ���$�� :��:F597.  
34.  :��:F :�� ���$��495 -498.  
35 . �( ����. &�� ��/h� �� &�A��9:����2 RD�9"� ? " �', ���D� ��>"�   ��=>�2 �� ����349   ���351 

�� �#�N p�!.   :
"� ��� p�N �� �243 � �  
L��.���*:. � v,�� &�� y�9H. 
��9>2 �)'� . 

 



64  ����� ��	
�  #�$17 +,��- �1 .�/�0�1 � ,�20 �1405  

 

 

nF�. \�" �� &*:. � v,�� &�� y�9H. P�2�� .      ��e�� �� �, �� v�,�� ��(��} O��9���% 
�
.
"� 
�F�. 

 - 
"� � ,� \�" �� )'�.  
36 .&��  �'6�. �� d=� 	�;�; )'� ���:,� ��  - �"�. �� ����� v,�� 	�<>9���   ����24. ���hT ��  	���e

-��$�8     :��� ����$�� ��':,�� .
"�1368| �3 :378 �383 | ����:F O6 :154 �155 �174 �175 �186 �
187 �230 �231 �239 �247 �267 �270 �271 �272 �283 O����)  :(����104 -110 �115 -123 �&�����:F .

:�� ���*�� �J�FD 1386 :243 -256 �277 �282.  
37 .  :��� ���$��   -�����N &�������21368| �1 :128 | ����:F O2 :315 -316 | ����:F O6 :120 �124 -

125 �133 -135 �139 -141 �145 O-������N &��������21360 - :L����38 -40 O -������N &��������2
1392| �4 :60 -62 O -����N &������21360 - :n38 �138 O  -�����N &������21363 :254 �325 .

 �J�FD :�� ���$�� &���:F1386 :271 -272.  
38 . :�� ���$�� -����N &������21368| �6 :133 -135 O -����N &������21363 :325.  
39 . :���� �����$�� -������N &��������21368| �6 :140 -147 O -������N &��������21363 :254 �326 .

:�� ���$�� �&���:F �'.T -�� , 1395| �3 :216 -217.  
40 .��$�� :�� � �'.T -�� ,1395| �9 :575 -579.  
41&�� . :
"� -��/�� 2 	��e ���� l��e v��e �� �v'!.  

.
"� ? '�. ��N � Az .L��        .���� ��+� )��� �� ? '�. .n  
 - )���  �� , . &���? '�. � , . &����F�z/&��� .
"�  

        ����$�� ���% :% -���� O
�"� #� �� B��M�8 �� �. Q�%  !"�� �Q% �� � ����  :���1072 L���31 - 
1072n1��N���� :�� ���$�� ��9H�� ��� � -��� �&���:F O2004 :27.  

42.  :�� ���$�������2�&  �N����- 1368� |1 :68 -70 �115 �259 -260| O6 :90 O   -�����N &�������2
1361: 19 �22 -28 O -����N &������21366 -| �L��7: 464 O   -�����N &�������21366 -| �n1 :

f521| ������:F O3 :21 �120 �400 �411 �433| ������:F O4 :57| ������:F O6 :157 O &���������2
 -����N1363 :254 �256 �323 �738.  

43 .
3��N �}�X �( 
"� �(; �� ?�D    ��.� �#� �� ��� �'�� �� -����� ���<� �� . ��A�� ��; -��M8�%

3��N �� R e �� �>"4� �( 
"� &�� �
"� 
�:F� Q1�+ ��%T � ��; -��M8�%  �� �����>9. �%�/. ��A�
�'( g� . )A� -��� �%�/. &�� Q��:� 
3��N �( �%� �9N�� �@%�.    ��%���3 ������ � .���8 ��� �'�� ��

�. ��QX�% .���:%  
44 . �'.T -�� , :�� ���$��1395| �10 :109 �135 -138 �142 -144 �151 -154 �337 -338.  

 



"�:�� ;���< � "�:���� =
�� ... ) �
6�� ���7 ����7 �9�!�(  65  

 

 

45 .:�� ���$��   -�����N &������21368| �2 :326 �342   -�����N &�������2 O1361 :5 �13 -15 �23 O
 -����N &������21375 :418.  

46 . :�� ���$�������2�& N����- 1368| �2 :346 -347 O -����N &������21361 :10 -13 �21 -22.  
  

B��& ����  

���.� ) �'� ���G%1394 �(l�� �� -���=� :�%���� 
:*+  ���Q�� الله��� ��" ��9"� -�@% ����� -�F  #���8 �
.���:3 ?�.� �HF�G8 � �N� .T ��" . :)e  

.T -�� ,) /��الله�1397'��  �(��� 
�� ��A:� ���=� :��S% &��.V��"� :)e �  
���9��)� T -�� ,1395.'�� �/��الله (. 
:*+ p�N :? 9k. E�+�.V��"� :)e �  

) ��F� ��9N����<e Q�3�9"� � ��D �

�
+1391 �(      #�X���� �� ������ E�+ ��; ��� )�'� 
>2 �"���
����24. � &�� '�   �.��'<�   ���� �H��%� :����N43.  

+�� 8�� (���' � -XG� �F- �*� ?�@% �� �T��+� � � �)�1393"��الله ( ���1&� � �>�'��&: 19.  
���2 ) �:��� �-�<:e #���1403 �(   ��H��%� l��"��� ��; 
���+� �/��. �� � *" � ���+ ���   -��F

&�� ���/��/� �.4� � ���24. ����" :�2��. 
:*+ �15.  
�����2�& N����-� � �:=.F���� &�) )1392�( '����
 ���ND� �:*+ �� �� :����A� � ����   .4�"� 
�:*+� 

���2.  
�����2�& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1375 �(�>�'� 	1�"� �� :J..
:*+ :���A� �  
�����2�& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1368 �(   ���'
��� ������� ��>�"�� �� �����9:�� �:*=��   ��/9*. :)�e �

.- >!<:��  
��2����& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1366 - �(L��)��*�� �T�
�� ���>�.����� :)e �  

�����2�& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1366 -�(n    ����*�� R �2� p��N    � ������!. ���" . :����A� �
.�$�F�� ��
�
=�  

�����2�& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1363 �(v���� ����>.�� �>�'� � 
:*+ &:J%� :���A� �.���  
�����2�& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1361 �(&�:1���� ��
��.����� �>�'� � 
:*+ &:J%� :���A� �  
�����2�& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1360 - �(L������� ���"�.����� �>�'� � 
:*+ &:J%� :���A� �  
�����2�& N����-� F���� &� �:=.�) )1360 - �(nF��:�� �� ��� ���� �F� H�� ��( '���� o   Q�(�. :����A� �

.�F�$H%�� �H%  
����/��/�  ) &��+ �:=.1386���A% �( �N� .T ��"�. :)e ��:*=�� -.���:3 ?�.� �HF�G8  

) R "����/� �
�� /�1395 �(�����2 
:*+ ?�@% �� -�.T��.
:" :���A� �  



66  ����� ��	
�  #�$17 +,��- �1 .�/�0�1 � ,�20 �1405  

 

) i,�% ��X��� � -�A.�:=. ����,�X1391 �(     :�����2 
�:*+ �� &�� �'� �>��'� l��*�%�&�A��9 �
 :V��"�11.  

) �>�, �:=. ��J�FD1386 �(���24. ���H:�� p�N  ���:'� #� + �.4"� ����'/� �9�� ����H9%� :)e �
.)e  

��:�� � &�+ �#����:=. ) � <�. �� 81403 �(      &��� � &�� �'� #�X���� �� j��� ?��@% �����. ��<9k.
���� :�2��. 
:*+ �15.  

) �
� �:=. �-�Q� p�/<.1376 % p��N ( ����A        :)�e �
��� /� R �"����/� B���$% � E��
=� ���:*=��
�N� .T ��"�. -.���:3 ?�.� �HF�G8 

 
Armstrong, A. H. (1967), Plotinus, in A. H. Armstrong (ed.), The Cambridge History of Later 

Greek and Early Medieval Philosophy, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Banner, N. (2018), Philosophic Silence and the One in Plotinus, Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
Bradshaw, D. (2004), Aristotle East and West, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Corrigan, K. (1996), Essence and existence in the Enneads, in L. P. Gerson (ed.), The Cambridge 

Companion to Plotinus, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Emilsson, E. K. (2007), Plotinus on Intellect, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Emilsson, E. K. (2017), Plotinus, London: Routledge. 

Gerson, L. P. (1994), Plotinus (Arguments of the Philosophers), London: Routledge.  

Gerson, L. P. (2013), From Plato to Platonism, New York: Cornell University Press. 

Gerson, L. P. (2014), Ennead V.5: That the Intelligibles are not External to the Intellect, and on the 

Good, Translation, Introduction and Commentary, Las Vegas: Parmenides Publishing. 

Halfwassen, J. (2021), Plotinus, Neoplatonism and the Transcendence of the One, Edited and 

Translated with an Introduction by C. S. O’Brien, Ohio: Franciscan University Press. 

Kalligas, P. (2023), The Enneads of Plotinus: A Commentary, Volume 2, Translated by Nickolaos 

Koutras, Princeton:  Princeton University Press. 

Louth, A. (2007), The Origins of the Christian Mystical Tradition: From Plato to Denys, Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

Meijer, P. A. (1992), Plotinus on the Good or the One (Ennead VI, 9: An Analytical Commentary), 

Leiden: Brill Academic Publishers. 

Perl, E. (2007), Theophany: The Neoplatonic Philosophy of Dionysius the Areopagite, Albany: 

State University of New York Press. 

Perl, E. (2015), Ennead 5.1: On the Three Primary Levels of Reality, Translation, Introduction and 

Commentary, Las Vegas: Parmenides Publishing. 



"�:�� ;���< � "�:���� =
�� ... ) �
6�� ���7 ����7 �9�!�(  67  

 

Plotinus (2018), The Enneads, Edited by L. P. Gerson, and Translated by G. Boys-Stones, J. M. 

Dillon, L. P. Gerson, R. A. King, A. Smith and J. Wilberding, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Proclus (1995), The Theology of Plato, Translated by Thomas Taylor, Somerest: Prometheus Trust. 
Proclus (1987), Commentary on Plato’s Parmenides, Translated by G. R. Morrow and J. M. Dillon, 

Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Rizvi, S. (2009), Mulla Sadra and Metaphysics: The Modulation of Being, London: Routledge. 


