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A Comparative Reconsideration of
This-Worldly Vision of God: Sadra and Eckhart
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Abstract

The problem of the possibility and quality of the sensory vision of God in the
material world has long been a fundamental question in the field of comparative
philosophy and mysticism. The main research question in this paper is as follows:
Can and how can the vision of God be interpreted as a this-worldly and objective
experience within the framework of Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Philosophy (al-
Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliya) and Meister Eckhart's mysticism? This research has been
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach. Data
were collected by referring to the primary texts of the two thinkers, and then the
ontological and epistemological principles they uphold regarding the problem of
sensory vision were analyzed and compared. The findings indicate that, despite
differences in language and intellectual tradition, both thinkers emphasize the
centrality of several common principles: God is not beyond the world, but present
within it; the material world is not a veil over God, but rather a mirror and
manifestation of Him. In Transcendent Philosophy, concepts such as the existential
poverty (faqr wujudr) of possible existents, the personal unity (wahdat shakhsiyya)
of existence, transcendent sense, and certain other rules provide the philosophical
basis for the sensory vision of God in this very world. Eckhart, too, with concepts
such as ground (Grund), the birth of God in the soul, and the single eye, considers
vision contingent upon the human being emptying themselves of self and intuiting
the divine presence at the heart of all creatures, including sensible things. The article

concludes that the vision of God in the material world is possible, but it is neither a
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simple sensory-physical observation nor a purely mental affair; rather, it is an
existential experience in which sense, reason, and intuition unite in the light of a
transcendent truth. In this experience, the duality of "seer" and "seen" dissolves into
unity, and the world is read as a book in which every word manifests the immediate

presence of the Divine.

Keywords: sensory vision of God, Mulla Sadra, Meister Eckhart, existential

poverty, foundational principles, transcendent sense.

Introduction

The problem of the vision of God (or seeing God) is one of the most long-standing
and yet most complex issues in the history of religious, philosophical, and mystical
thought. In theological traditions, especially in apophatic theology, the emphasis on
the simplicity, immateriality, and unlimitedness of the divine essence has often led
to the negation of the possibility of sensory vision of God in the material world.
Accordingly, any kind of vision has been deemed either entirely impossible or
deferred to a non-material and otherworldly realm. In contrast, mystical traditions,
despite admitting the possibility of divine intuition, have generally limited this
intuition to the inner and non-sensory realm, and have not clearly explicated its
relation to the objective and sensible experience of humans in the material world.

The common consequence of these two approaches is the formation of a kind of
conceptual rift between God and the sensible world—a rift that either leads to the
negation of the divine presence in the material realm or reduces the world merely to
a veil and an obstacle in the path of perceiving God. Nevertheless, in some
philosophical and mystical traditions, especially in Islamic Transcendent Philosophy
(al-Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliya) and late Christian mysticism, efforts have been made to
rethink the relationship between God and the world—efforts that seek to interpret
the divine presence not outside the world, but within its very essence.

In this regard, the ideas of Mulla Sadra and Meister Eckhart offer noteworthy
theoretical potentials for reconsidering the problem of the divine vision. Previous
research has primarily examined the metaphysical foundations of Transcendent
Philosophy or analyzed the mystical aspects of Eckhart's thought, but have less
directly provided a comparative examination of the possibility of the this-worldly
vision of God as an existential and objective experience. Therefore, the present
research seeks to fill this gap.
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Materials and Methods

This research was conducted using the descriptive-analytic approach and based on
library resources.

Discussion and Results

The research findings indicate that in Transcendent Philosophy, the possibility of
seeing God can only be explained in light of the specific ontological foundations of

this school.

1. The principle of the existential poverty of possible existents expresses that no
being in the universe possesses existential independence of its own, and all
beings, in their essence and actualization, are identical to dependence upon
God. Accordingly, the world is not a collection of independent beings
standing in opposition to God, but rather a network of existential aspects and
relations, all of which signify the unitary truth of existence.

2. This conception is supplemented with the principle of the personal unity of
existence, according to which existence is a unitary and simple (basit) reality,
and the multiplicities (katharat) of the world are degrees and determinations
of that very reality. In such a horizon, the observation of any being, at a
certain degree among the degrees of perception, is the observation of a
manifestation of the truth of existence. Mulla Sadra, by proposing the theory
of "transcendent sense," demonstrates that sensory perception can, in the light
of the substantial motion (haraka jawhariyya) of the soul and its existential
transcendence, go beyond the merely physical level and become aligned with
intellect (or reason) and intuition. In this state, sense functions not as a raw
apparatus of material perception, but as a conduit for the manifestation of
meaning and truth.

3. In Meister Eckhart’s mysticism as well, the material world is understood not
in opposition to God, but in a fundamental relation to Him. The concept of
"ground" in Eckhart refers to a divine depth that is both the source of God's
existence at the level of manifestation and the source of the existence of
creatures. From this perspective, creatures do not possess existence
independent from God, and the divine presence flows through all of them. The
doctrine of "the birth of God in the soul" indicates that the vision of God
requires the emptying of the human from self-centeredness and an existential



Abstract 356

openness toward the presence of the Truth. The metaphor of "the single eye"
also shows that in the experience of seeing God, the distinction between the
seer and the seen fades away, and perception reaches a kind of

existential unity.

4. The comparative study of these two intellectual traditions shows that both,
despite verbal and theological differences, are in agreement in negating the
dualism of God and the world and in interpreting the universe as the locus of
divine manifestation. In both views, the vision of God is not meant as the
physical observation of the divine essence, but rather as an existential
experience in which the human apprehends the divine presence within the

sensible world.

Conclusion

The research findings suggest that the vision of God in the material world, within
the framework of Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Philosophy and Meister Eckhart's
mysticism, is possible and meaningful, provided that one distances oneself from
simplistic sensory and reductionist mental conceptions. On this account, matter is
not a veil over God, but rather the form of His manifestation, and sense, in the event
of the existential transcendence of the soul, itself becomes a conduit for divine
intuition. The vision of God in this framework leads neither to anthropomorphism
(tajsim) and corporealism (tajsim) about God nor to pantheism, but rather culminates
in an existential experience in which sense, intellect, and intuition attain unity. Thus,
the article demonstrates that one can speak of the this-worldly presence and vision
of God, without conceding to the independence of the world from God or to the

dissolution of God in the world.
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10. “Gott ist in allen Dingen, aber alle Dinge sind in Gott”

11. “Gott ist ndher mir als ich mir selbst bin.”

12. “Das Auge, womit ich Gott sehe, ist dasselbe Auge, womit Gott mich sieht.”

13. “Grund aller Dinge”

14. “Das Sein Gottes ist das Sein aller Dinge.”

15. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5)

16. McGinn, B. (2001). The mystical thought of Meister Eckhart: The man from whom God hid
nothing. New York: Crossroad Publishing.& Davies, O. (1994). Meister Eckhart: Selected
writings. London: Penguin Classics.

17. “Where there is no creature, there God is born.”

18. “The soul must see God with the same eye with which God sees her.”

19. “If my eye is single, all things will be full of light.”

20. “Whoever sees God as other than all things does not see God.”

21. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

22. “God is seen in the creature, not as the creature, but as God in the creature.”

23. All creatures are pure nothingness; I do not say they are little or something — they are pure
nothingness. Whatever has being has it from God.”

24. “God is in all things as being, as activity, as power.”
25. “Every creature is a word of God and a book about God.”
26. Tractatus super “Ave Maria”

27. “God is nearer to every creature than the creature is to itself.”
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30. “He who sees God in all things, and all things in God, sees truly.”
o L T il ageanain ¥ il g sl (g Y e L3 S 3 o, daliy a3l
i JS oot 31 gy
i ol 2,8 SSE 55 5 055 Jie 5 Slapsede 5 i e Ol L G5 o) 53 XY
ol 235 i3l i3 o yrtme Jhio Somn 40 3l g e 1 28350 gl as oS
el Ol 2 4 5 31 5 s 03Bl 53 4l 45 o oS S oo s oS Ol oSl Lai e
0P 033 S ) eV A (Sl plllyds) I Cdlle 228 55ed b i Ol )
) i 3 5 8 3500 Lol g 5 S Slrs o 35 o e (cpl ol (10
55 ST S o e e 45 p 53 |y S Ol i Ol 5 35l e ol el
5l e (i x5 o [y 105 (sl i e 3 ) 63,108 ol S Tallaa 1 Jie
S5 g Bl ity 5l 0L 1 M e |5 il gm 03l 51 S5 1 e sledas pe 53
| Q‘Sﬁj}br)@}éym“}l&&u\}q\ sp s e cls &k e
Eckhart, 2009, pp. 50-51, 344-345; Keenan, 2013, pp. 27-) (63 s 5 s Cd me 8 45 (ol
el SO e 53 S 93 STl a5 (AT 20 IYAY @3l 5 ce 94
ALl i a3l 1 Nl Jie Sign 5 3,008 i SUS | Jie St
33deme (S 3lup sgdo S| Hie 0T 3 & L pdy o 1y S jma 31 5 (gl o 53 pa s el il
s 48 cmad OF 53 OUT sl b o (3535 5 (Sosd So30 b yme 535, 00 Sl 2
Jie Jes ST aS Il s S o (sl s s alis 315 55 5 Olsp Siales
S o Ol Ol sl s st il 5 (Saals carss O3 b i 1y

EV HE Y

P ol b

AW LA o gl SLLEYL(EVEY) dilds e s ]

(sl he ol DIAT LS Sy g s (W) L (BVFY) ey e L

v_l)/\“ ;l_:?l )‘b chht_a (er.:& ;}N\fl G’Mj) ["&”L}JM (f\ q’f’?) L);__JJ‘L;?LG c&;@d‘
F|



VEVF Oless 5 50l o )led OF Jlo o aoles CoaK> YAY

ol s s 0 (V W) 4SS ol il (r\‘\‘\‘\) TR

Ll 03 (O35l s DLlde Goions Y Mor) dill g s ena (414V4) VO IO ERN
el DS s

3o 31 (0F & X X Gladl) ol DL (GVEVF) o Sa y dosma ¢ sk

ol 103 (Y M) OT3 5 om0 S OT5 2305 50 o (VYVO) e ol (g3l

sl el 103 (F ) lats Sl = st o, (VTAY) Ldblis (el g3l

253 OV A wesbite ~ b sy (VYAV) e o Jal 0303

et O s B ada o (0YAY) Al ( Jas b g L el (939,80 v
https://doi.org/10.22099/jrt.2013.2387 ) + =AY (FONY il s oKl 20 ol aslilzd (6 o

Sembe J s s el OLLOYAY) e i sl Il 5 cpllelsn o
A=Y (PP aids 5 LS LS|

N ls e ILN B s pin (GVEVY) dams o (i Sl 2

CoaSo ) Sy 5 Ao oS 51 2T psgde Jlos (WAA) o2 o Sdidon sl
https://doi.org/10.30465/cw.2020.4605 N OY—VYY «(Y)V+ ¢ f,pLu

(S S A ol F i) Gl ok litze 42 gozme (VWAY) L o VIl (3,5
o b Sl 5 Sl ple oK s 008

Soa 5 ke S0, LY e s Lo Y male (OFFA) L el a

AN s ) sleadl 5 ol (AYOF) (oDl el ol daoms oS3l et (b
Ol aands 5 CwSs el 10, (Sl

Ly Y e s i lazall Lol (ENYAY) (5doShe) el il e haes 83 ks
Lo ol S sl lplist ol (A W)

(o ) o, VI lia ¥ 5 dlecal] £aSull (£1AAY) (L AoMe) ol il o o851 pllsdo
s S el st

el Sl 8503 (Ve do) DTl s’ 5 Dol (VYY) | o o A LA

b yme 5 Cmndly et 53 SO 5 oM wlid s, dede s O0F0F) el b
https://doi.org/10.30465/cw.2025.51730.2105 ) Y4—4Y (\ )\ # gj.plm CS~

Lo JLJ ke dew oS 1O c'_f» osgb (VFe ) 'fl’@'“ @jdazee 5 tanbols ( Jas 3
AAFIWY (ONY 0L e daliin sy



YAD (Jad b aabld) O lgST 9 1,00 cights Slgaronl Cudpn auda 15550

Aeadle e s 5 s me o) dpetdl DL L (Y00 Y) 05l e S (5 e
el s g (el

ZYT STl 10,5 () Ala) SIS (BVFoV) iy oy s < glS

AV 59V e o) JLeb 31 ¥ Loty eolod] L e (BVF0Y) e (ks
Al DAL s s

Davies, O. (1994). Meister Eckhart: Selected writings. London: Penguin Classics.
Eckhart, Meister. (1936-). Die deutschen Werke (DW). (J. Quint, Ed.). Stuttgart: Kohlhammer.
Eckhart, Meister. (1956-). Die lateinischen Werke (LW). (K. Weiss, Ed.). Stuttgart: Kohlhammer.

Eckhart, Meister. (2009). The Complete Mystical Works of Meister Eckhart. (M. O’C. Walshe,
Trans.). New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company.

Keenan, Oliver James. (2013). “Theological Epistemology in Eckhart’s First Parisian Question.”
Medieval Mystical Theology, 22(1), 27-44. https://doi.org/10.1179/2046572613Z.0000000002

Kazmierczak, M. (2017). The Paradox of Nothingness: Meister Eckhart and the Problem of
Ontological Vision. In Journal of Mystical Studies, 3(2), 45-67.

Loving, J. (2025). The Divine Light Illuminates the Intellect: Meister Eckhart’s Theology of Vision.
In Medieval Mystical Theology, 34(1), 112-130.

McGinn, B. (2001). The mystical thought of Meister Eckhart: The man from whom God hid
nothing. New York: Crossroad Publishing.

Williams, R. (2015). Meister Eckhart and the Christological Ground of Vision. In Theology Today,
72(3), 324-339.



